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COLE'S COVERS

Executive Summary
Cold-weather sanitation requires more than a durable plastic enclosure. Wind exposure and
limited insulation can make conventional portable toilets uncomfortable during winter
service. An exterior insulated cover adds a thermal barrier to a compatible existing unit,
offering a practical way to adapt equipment for cold-weather use.

Cole's Covers combines insulated wall construction with a patented translucent roof design
that allows natural daylight into the enclosure. For rental operators, covers can support an
optional winter-service offering; for contractors and other end users, they provide another
consideration when specifying seasonal sanitation.

Covers do not generate heat or guarantee freeze prevention. Performance varies with
weather, fit, ventilation and use.

Installed cover - exterior product view Installed cover - rental fleet example
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1. Understanding Winter Performance
The challenge of cold-weather sanitation
Construction sites, industrial facilities, utility projects, outdoor events and remote workplaces
need usable sanitation during cold weather. Operators must consider user comfort, tank
contents, servicing access, wind exposure and changing site conditions. A cover addresses
the enclosure; waste treatment and service schedules remain separate operating
requirements.

How insulation helps
Heat moves through materials and is also carried by moving air. Thin plastic walls provide
limited resistance to heat flow. Insulation adds resistance through the covered wall areas,
while a fitted exterior layer can reduce direct wind exposure. Openings, seams, roof
construction and required ventilation still influence the overall result.

Insulation slows heat transfer; it does not create warmth. During prolonged cold conditions,
an unheated enclosure will approach outdoor temperature. Natural daylight through the roof
helps interior visibility but is not a dependable source of winter heat.

Potential benefits in everyday use
User comfort. Insulation may help moderate the interior environment where heat is available.
The result depends on site conditions and how the unit is used.

Heat retention. An added thermal barrier can reduce heat transfer through the insulated
portions of the enclosure. No measured energy-saving percentage or temperature increase is
claimed.

Fleet flexibility. Compatible existing toilets can be fitted with removable covers rather than
replaced solely to introduce an insulated winter option.

Daylight. The translucent roof lets natural light reach the interior, helping preserve a useful
feature of the underlying toilet.

What a cover does not replace
A cover does not replace winter sanitation procedures, waste treatment, scheduled pumping,
anchoring, required ventilation or routine inspections. It does not guarantee that tank
contents will remain unfrozen or that service interruptions will be eliminated.
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2. Cole's Covers: Product and Fit

Feature Product specification

Wall construction Black, double-wall construction using 15-mil reinforced
polyethylene (RPE).

Insulation Thermal-bonded polyester, approximately 3/4 inch thick, within
the wall assembly.

Roof Single-layer white translucent roof designed to admit natural
daylight.

Reflective band 4-inch reflective band.

Compatible models PolyJohn Fleet and PJN; Satellite Tufway and MAX 3000.

Installation Approximately 10 minutes under suitable conditions; time varies
with model, preparation and installer experience.

Confirm fit before ordering
Provide the toilet manufacturer, model and quantity when requesting a quote. Photographs
can help identify the unit and any features that affect fitting. Confirm compatibility for the
actual units being covered, including doors, handles, vents and service access.

A practical introduction to winter service
Begin with compatible units and a manageable number of covers. Fit each cover according to
the supplied installation instructions, then check door operation, closures, ventilation and
access for servicing. Include inspection, cleaning, drying and storage in routine fleet
handling.

For end users, ask the rental provider which toilet models are being supplied, whether covers
are included, and how winter servicing will be managed. Agree on site access and
responsibilities before delivery.
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3. Patented Translucent Roof Design
Cole's Covers is owned and operated by Kenneth Novotny, the inventor named on Canadian
Patent No. 2,728,600, Portable Toilet Cover.

The roof design allows outside light to pass through a translucent portion of the cover and the
toilet's light-transmitting roof. This retains access to natural daylight while insulated portions
surround the walls. The patent reference concerns the described cover design incorporating
the translucent roof; it is not a claim that every insulated toilet cover is patented. [1]

Interior view of the translucent roof on an installed covered toilet.

Insulated walls with daylight from above
The wall insulation and translucent roof perform different functions. The walls add a thermal
barrier; the roof admits daylight. A translucent roof is not equivalent to an insulated wall
panel, and the assembly is not assigned an R-value in this paper.

Daylight availability varies with weather, season, time of day and placement. The roof
photograph illustrates light transmission, not a measured thermal result.
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4. Choosing and Operating a Winter Cover
For rental operators
A covered toilet can be offered as an optional winter upgrade for customers who value an
insulated enclosure. Set pricing from your own operating costs and local demand. Include
acquisition, fitting and removal, cleaning, repairs, storage, transport and utilization. Extra
rental revenue is not the same as profit, and no payback period is promised.

Ventilation, access and heating
Keep manufacturer-required vents, access panels, door latches and servicing points clear.
Preserve safe entry and exit, required warnings and identification. Follow the toilet
manufacturer's anchoring and installation instructions; a cover does not replace proper
stabilization.

Cole's Covers does not recommend or endorse any particular heater or heating system. Any
heating equipment must be selected and used according to the heater and portable toilet
manufacturers' instructions and applicable requirements. An insulated cover does not
establish that a toilet is suitable for heating equipment.

Conclusion
Insulated covers offer a practical way to add a thermal barrier to compatible portable toilets
and support a winter-service option using existing equipment. Cole's Covers combines
insulated wall construction with a translucent roof design that admits daylight. Correct fit,
routine care, ventilation and winter servicing remain essential.

This educational edition describes product features and potential benefits. It is not a certified performance
report and makes no numerical claims for temperature increase, energy savings, R-value, freeze-prevention
duration or financial return.

Product information and reference
Construction, compatibility, installation estimates and care guidance: information supplied by Cole's Covers.
Product photographs: Cole's Covers.

[1] Canadian Patent No. 2,728,600, Portable Toilet Cover, Kenneth A. Novotny. Patent text and bibliographic
record: patents.google.com/patent/CA2728600A1/en. Granted publication: CA2728600C. Canadian patent
reference.

Request a quote
Roger Dorge | Cole's Covers
roger@colescovers.ca | 204-232-5153
COLESCOVERS.CA
Please include your location, quantity and portable toilet models.
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Appendix: Cleaning, Drying and Storage
Step-by-Step Cleaning Process

1. Initial Rinse

Spray down the cover with a standard garden hose to dislodge and wash away loose dirt,
mud and organic debris.

2. Apply Soap Solution

Mix a few drops of mild liquid dishwashing soap into a bucket of water. Avoid harsh
industrial detergents, ammonia and petroleum-based solvents, which can degrade the
cover.

3. Gently Scrub

Use a soft-bristled brush, a soft-head mop or a microfiber cloth. Scrub gently in circular
motions, paying particular attention to creases, seams and corners where sediment settles.

4. Address Tough Stains, If Needed

Mineral/calcium buildup: Mix equal parts white vinegar and water. Apply to the affected
area, let it sit for 15-30 minutes, and gently scrub.

Algae/mold: Use a highly diluted bleach solution of about 1 tablespoon of bleach per gallon
of water. Rinse the cover thoroughly afterward.

Never mix vinegar and bleach. Rinse thoroughly with fresh water between different
cleaning treatments.

5. Final Rinse

Thoroughly rinse the cover with fresh water until all soap suds and residues are completely
gone.

6. Dry Thoroughly

Allow the cover to air dry completely before folding for storage to help prevent mold and
mildew growth.

Things to Avoid

Pressure washers with pinpoint tips: If a pressure washer is needed for stubborn debris,
use a wide fan setting, keep pressure below 2,000 PSI and maintain a distance of at least
8-12 inches. Aggressive pressure washing can puncture or score the material.

Stiff wire brushes: Metal scrapers and hard-bristled brushes can scratch and weaken the
reinforced polyethylene (RPE) structure.
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